A written nessage f_rom Commissioner CMariya gaﬁm’e[

On the occasion of Move It Forward - Female cﬁgimf starters - “Women vs. COVID19”

Unfortunately, 1 cannot be with %[ou today, but 7 wanted to welcome all of you to this Move It Forward event.
We need to support women digital starters coming together to find solutions to so many challenges arising from
COVID-19.

This yancﬁzmic has forcecf us to cﬁcmge the way in which we live and connect to each other. The way in which
we ofganise our resources, even our collective decision-making.

We need sustainable solutions to a ver [arge mn?e ;f cﬁa[ﬂenges’ Cﬁalfenges that @j(ect everyone - and so we
annot simp[}/ "re[y on others - we need to get involved.

(®itizen Jaam’cz"pan'on is essential when facing cﬁa[fenges such as this one. Hackathons are an ins,pm’ng avenue
tdbring people together around a common goal. Not only does this kind of collaborative, solution-driven
uroach”promote listening to multiple perspectives on these issues, it also leads to creative solutions.

Zf W c?re coming wgetﬁer, worﬁing wgetﬁer, ﬁgﬁu’ng COVID wgerﬁer, we cannot leave ﬁaﬁ"’ of our Joopu[au’on
ehingeh

Wom g %m think d’lﬁferent. We Em’ng d’tﬁferent concerns to the table. 7 am sure you see that in tech as much
R that in politics.

W d women to participate, to make themselves heard. We need women to be entrqpreneuria[ We need
swomen, women scientists, and women leaders. This is wﬁy T fee[ comye[kd to congmtu(ate you. Your
presencali this event, the can-do attitude that your elforts représent, are an inspiration, to e and to
e ials women and gir[s out there. Society needs your exam}oﬁa just as much as we need your solutions.

oI opean Union is very much committed to balancing gender representation and participation in fields
[ike 1CT QAIAE a[reacfy started with education and tmining, where girls closed the gencfer gap not on[y in
ey, . mathematics _performance, but also in computer and infgrmation [iremcy, This 1s as much a
victory of our Member States as it is a w’cwry cf gir[s, women, and educators tﬁrougﬁout our continent.

VR TN der divide in science appears once we move into specific areas of knowledge. Girls gravitate towards
the bio-med gk sciences, whereas oys focus on }aﬁysica[ scienices and computer tech.

o R e combat this divide?

| afrea,(fy Bpoke about Erealéing stereotypes, and that is certain[y part of the solution. But so are sléi[[s,
cyo}aortunﬁy and know-how.

To that end, gender equafity is a priority qf the European Research Area and cf Horizon Europe.

SLML et Rt rough a series qf worﬁsﬁoys, the Digita( Education Action Plan continues to enpower Young
R bark T careers in tecﬁ, focusing on the cﬁave@?ment of cfigita[ and entrqweneuria[ skills.

B IR Bhops are organised under the tutelage of the Furopean Institute of Innovation and Technology, or
U RTEERD . women acquainted with start-ups, learning what it takes to start their own business.

But we do no there.

When we to support these start-ups, we connect them to each other, tﬁrm;gﬁ the F1T, and we provicfe
ﬁmcfing ough Start-up Europe and rougﬁ the European Innovation Council.

The Commis v has also launched a genc[er—smart financing initiative to ﬁmc{ women-led comyanies and to
gt ERen trepreneurship.

17 encourage all VR RII T with these initiatives. We need your in}aut and ex])erience.

We cannot [0 sigﬁt that the solutions you will ﬁrwf re[y, ﬁ’rst and foremost, not on tecﬁnofogy, but on the
yeop[e rurnnin it-on your crean’vity and skill.

0 thank g for your motivation in the face of adversity. move ﬁ{@ﬁrwar d " .‘
®

female digital starters ‘




